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1. DEPUTY EOREIGN MINISTER ABDULLAH TOLD ME IN CONFIDENCE 
JANUARY 13 THAT PRESIDENT DAOUD WILL VISIT INDIA, BANGLADESH 
AND IRAQ IN THE SECOND WEEK OE MARCH AND IRAN IN MAY. HE 
SAID THAT INDIA WAS THE SECOND COUNTRY AFTER THE SOVIET 
UNION TO INVITE DAOUD TO VISIT AND THAT IRAQ WAS THE THIRD, 
WHICH EXPLAINS THE EORTHCOMING VISITS TO THOSE TWO COUNTRIES. 
BANGLADESH WAS ADDED AS A LOGICAL STOP EOLLOWING A VISIT 

TO INDIA. DAOUD VISITED THE USSR LAST JUNE. 

2. COMMENT: THESE STOPS SHOULD OP COURSE BE SEEN IN THE 
LIGHT OP APGHAN EPPORTS TO ISOLATE PAKISTAN. THE VISITS 
TO IRAQ AND IRAN WILL ALSO NO DOUBT INVOLVE PINANCIAL 
DISCUSSIONS. THE VISIT TO IRAN IS ANOTHER WELCOME STEP IN 
APGHAN-IRAN RAPPROCHEMENT. 
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